March 31, 2017

The Honorable Thad Cochran The Honorable Patrick Leahy

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Jack Reed

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing Senate Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban
and Urban Development Development

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen The Honorable Nita Lowey

Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart The Honorable David Price

Chairman Ranking Member

House Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing House Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development and Urban Development

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Cochran, Frelinghuysen, Collins, and Diaz-Balart and Ranking Members Leahy, Lowey, Reed, and
Price:

As you prepare the omnibus Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 appropriations bill and the Transportation-HUD appropriations
bill for FY2018, we write to respectfully request that you fund the Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) program at or above FY16 level of $500 million and that you fully fund the Transit
Capital Investment Grants program at the FAST Act authorization level of $2.3 billion.

Local and regional governments generate nearly three quarters of U.S. gross domestic product, represent two-
thirds of the nation's population, and account for 95 percent of all public transportation passenger miles traveled.
Yet, our local jurisdictions receive less than 10% of the federal highway program's funding. The incredibly popular
TIGER grant program is one of the only ways that local communities can apply for and secure funds from the
federal government for priority transportation projects. The TIGER competition spurs innovation, leverages federal
funding far greater than what'’s available through formula programs, and awards funding to projects that provide a
high-return on investment.

Year after year, the demand for TIGER far exceeds the amount of funding available. In 2015, the U.S. Department
of Transportation (USDOT) received 627 applications requesting more than $10.1 billion in funding, which was 20
times the amount available. Since its creation in 2009, TIGER has made critical investments in multimodal projects
in every state in the nation, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

Likewise, the transit Capital Investment Grants program (i.e. New Starts, Small Starts, Core Capacity) is the federal
government’s primary resource for supporting locally-planned, major transit capital investments. The program has
facilitated the creation of new or extended public transportation systems across the country.

Under this program, FTA awards grants on a competitive basis for large projects that cannot traditionally be
funded from a transit agency’s annual formula funds, such as new fixed guideway systems, including heavy rail
(subway), light rail, streetcars, or bus rapid transit. Projects are encouraged to leverage public-private-partnerships
(P3) to participate in a streamlined grant process. Recognizing the importance of this program, Congress increased
its authorization by $400 million in the FAST Act.



Both the TIGER and Capital Investment Grants programs complement DOT's traditional formula-based programs.
Both programs provide unique, cost-effective, and innovative solutions that leverage private, state, and local
investment to solve complex transportation opportunities and spur economic development.

While we are writing today about the TIGER and CIG programs in particular, we also want to make clear that these
programs should not be paid for by significant cuts in other essential discretionary domestic programs. The Trump
administration’s budget proposal falls short in prioritizing investment in the local communities that are the basic
building block of our national economy. We urge Congress to uphold its promise to the American people and

reinvest in our nation’s communities.

Thank you for considering these critical programs, which invest in our nation’s infrastructure, create jobs for
American workers, and boost our regional economies.

Sincerely,
Arizona

Hon. Juan Mendez
State Senator
Arizona Senate

California

Edward D. Reiskin
Director of Transportation
City and County of San Francisco

Joseph Reed
Vice President
Balfour Beatty

Deborah Murphy
Founder/Executive Director
Los Angeles Walks

Tamie Dramer
Board Chair
Organize Sacramento

Marven Norman
Policy Director
Inland Empire Biking Alliance

Kirk Trost

Interim Executive Director
Sacramento Area Council of
Governments

Debra Gerod
Partner
Gruen Associates

Cass Isidro

Executive Director

Safe Routes to School National
Partnership

Marc Caswell
Steering Committee Member
Bike the Vote - Los Angeles

Robert Dugan
Senior Vice President
Sacramento Metro Chamber

Shannon Tracey
Deputy Director of
Campaigns
TransForm

Adina Levin
Executive Director
Friends of Caltrain

Tiffany Chu
Co-founder
Remix



Colorado
Dr. William Toor

Director, Transportation Program
Southwest Energy Efficiency Project

Washington D.C.

Linda Bailey

Executive Director

National Association of City
Transnortation Officials

Trey Reffett
Director of Policy
Local Initiative Support Corporation

Andrew Kunz
President & CEO
US High Speed Rail Association

Jeffrey Boothe

President

Capital Investment Grants Working
Group

Florida

Hon. Andrew Gillum
Mayor
City of Tallahassee

Darla Letourneau
Steering Committee Member
BikeWalkLee

Georgia

Michael Sullivan

President and CEO

American Council of Engineering
Companies of Georgia

James Souby
President

Colorado Rail Passenger Association

Sean Jeans-Gail

Vice President

National Association of Railroad
Passengers

Sigute Meilus
Executive Director
Americans for Transit

Dan Marsh
President and CEO
National Development Council

Jeffrey Boothe
President
Community Streetcar Coalition

Peter Gies

Transportation Planner
Broward Metropolitan Planning
Organization

Kimberly Overman
President
Heights Urban Core Corridor

Katie Kirkpatrick
Chief Policy Officer
Metro Atlanta Chamber

Caron Whitaker

Vice President, Government
Relations

League of American Bicyclists

Roxanne Blackwell

Federal Government Affairs
Director

American Society of
Landscape Architects

Andy Kunz

President & CEO
Transit Oriented
Development Institute

Lisa Bacot

Executive Director

Florida Public
Transportation Association



Hawaii

Jennifer Sabas
Executive Director
Move Oahu Forward

lllinois

Hon. Elaine Nekritz
Representative
lllinois House of Representatives

Ron Burke
Executive Director
Active Transportation Alliance

Rick Harnish
Executive Director
Midwest High Speed Rail Association

William Morris

Director of Tourism and Marketing
Galesburg Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau

Indiana

Mark Fisher
Vice President of Government Affairs
Indy Chamber

Kim Irwin
Executive Director
Health by Design

Chris Pryor

Saman Dias
Chair
Maui Bicycling League

Hon. Chris Koos
Mayor
Town of Normal

Audrey Wennink
Director of Transportation
Metropolitan Planning Council

Meghan Cole
Executive Director
Carbondale Main Street

Brad Long

President

Northwestern lllinois Building
Trades

Molly Chavers
Executive Director
IndyHub

Kelli Mirgeaux
Grassroots Coordinator
Transit Drives Indy Coalition

Vice President of Government and Community Relations

MIBOR REALTOR Association

Joseph Szabo

Executive Director

Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning

Kelly O'Brien
President

Alliance for Regional
Development

Shannan Karrick

Senior Transportation Planner
Springfield Sangamon County
Regional Planning Commission

Shoshanna Spector
Executive Director
Indianapolis Congregation
Action Network

Kathryn Shorter
Past President
Midtown Indianapolis, Inc.



lowa

Hon. Mark Vulich
Mayor
City of Clinton

Drew Kamp
Director of Government Relations
Ames Chamber of Commerce

Hilary Hershner
Regional Transportation Planner
Corridor MPO

Louisiana

Hon. Ollie Tyler
Mayor
City of Shreveport

Dinero' Washington
Chief Executive Officer
SporTran (Shreveport Transit System)

Maine

Hon. Andrew McLean
State Representative
Maine House of Representatives

Maryland

Donald Fry
President & CEO
Greater Baltimore Committee

Kim Casko

President & CEO

lowa City Area Chamber of
Commerce

Barbara Solberg
Public Policy Strategist
Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance

Dr. Woodrow Wilson Jr.
County Administrator
Parish of Caddo

Rachel DiResto
Executive Vice President
Center For Planning Excellence

Wayne Davis
Chairman
Train Riders Northeast

Brian O'Malley
President & CEO
Central Maryland
Transportation Alliance

Joe Murphy

Senior Vice President,
Government Relations and
Public Policy

Greater Des Moines Partnership

Henry Marquard

Director of Government Affairs
Quad Cities Chamber of
Commerce

J. Kent Rogers

Executive Director

Northwest Louisiana Council of
Governments

Dru Schmidt-Perkins
President

1000 Friends of
Maryland



Massachusetts

Christopher Dempsey
Director
Transportation for
Massachusetts

Nathanael Fillmore
Organizer
Cambridge Bicycle Safety

Michigan

Chris Kolb
President
Michigan Environmental Council

Minnesota

Hon. Steve Cwodzinski
State Senator
Minnesota Senate

Hon. Chuck Wiger
State Senator
Minnesota Senate

Hon. Suzie Nakasian
Councilmember
City of Northfield

William Schroeer
Executive Director
East Metro Strong

Dave Montebello
President & CEO
SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

Jonathan Fertig
Chairman
StreetsPAC MASS

Stephen Donnelly

Clerk

Friends of the Manhan Rail
Trail

Megan Owens
Executive Director
Transportation Riders United

Hon. D. Scott Dibble
State Senator
Minnesota Senate

Hon. Sandra Pappas
State Senator
Minnesota Senate

James Erkel

Attorney & Director of Land
Use & Transportation Program
Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy

Dorian Grilley
Executive Director
Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota

Nidhi Gulati
Program Manager
LivableStreets Alliance

Patrick Bibbins

Chair

Medford Bicycle Advisory
Commission

Hon. Patricia Torres Ray
State Senator
Minnesota Senate

Hon. John Marty
State Senator
Minnesota Senate

Russ Adams

Executive Director
Alliance for Metropolitan
Stability

Jessica Treat
Executive Director
Transit for Livable

Communities/St. Paul Smart

Trips



Mississippi

Hon. Knox Ross
Mayor
Town Of Pelahatchie

Missouri

Hon. Sylvester James, Jr.
Mayor
City of Kansas City

Nikki Hill
Transportation Planner
Harry Truman Coordinating Council

Montana

Jessica Morriss

Transportation Planning Manager
Missoula Metropolitan Planning
Organization

Nebraska

Angela Eikenberry
Board Chair
Mode Shift Omaha

New Jersey

Hon. J. Christian Bollwage
Mayor
City Of Elizabeth

Richard Lambert
Planner
Asbury Park Planning Board

New York

Karin Sommer

Senior Policy Advisor

New York City Department of
Transportation

Richie McAlister
Chief Administrative Officer
City of Meridian

Charlie Hinderliter
Manager, Advocacy Outreach
St. Louis Regional Chamber

Corey Aldridge

General Manager

Missoula Urban Transportation
District

Michael McMeekin
President
Lamp Rynearson & Associates

Naiima Fauntleroy
Manager of Community
Development

City of East Orange

Mark Chambers

Director

New York City Mayor's Office of
Sustainability

Blake Wallace
Executive Director
Hinds County Economic
Development Authority

Kimberly Cella
Executive Director
Citizens for Modern Transit

Peter Kasabach
Executive Director
New Jersey Future

Jainey Bavishi

Director

New York City Mayor's Office o
Recovery and Resiliency



Jervonne Singletary

Assistant Vice President for Legislative
Affairs

New York City Economic
Development Corporation

Joseph Cutrufo
Communications Director
Tri-State Transportation Campaign

North Carolina
Hon. William Bell

Mayor
City of Durham

Ohio

Amy Hanauer
Executive Director
Policy Matters Ohio

Akshai Singh
Organizer
Clevelanders for Public Transit

Oregon

Hon. Denny Doyle
Mayor
City of Beaverton

Hon. Dick Schouten
County Commissioner
Washington County

Hon. Dan Saltzman
City Commissioner
City of Portland

Dottie Gallagher-Cohen
President & CEO
Buffalo Niagara Partnership

Neile Weissman
Principal
Complete George

Karen Rindge
Executive Director
WakeUP Wake County

Katie Frederick
Executive Director

American Council of the Blind of
Ohio

Carly Allen

President & Business Agent
Amalgamated Transit Union, Local
697

Hon. John Cook
Mayor
City of Tigard

Hon. Craig Dirksen

Chair

Metro Joint Policy Advisory
Committee

Leah Treat
Director
Portland Bureau of Transportation

Kimberley Minkel
Executive Director

Niagara Frontier Transportation

Authority

Brian Buzby
Executive Director

North Carolina Conservation

Network

Jacob VanSickle
Executive Director
Bike Cleveland

Hon. Tim Knapp
Mavyor
City of Wilsonville

Hon. Claire Syrett
City Councilor
City of Eugene

Bernie Bottomly
Executive Director
TriMet



Vivian Satterfield

Chris Hagerbaumer Lori Boisen .
. . . Deputy Director
Deputy Director Executive Director .
. . . - . OPAL Environmental
Oregon Environmental Council Division Midway Alliance .
Justice Oregon
Heidi Simon Rob Zako Paul Lumley
Partnerships & Communications Executive Director Executive Director
Director Better Eugene-Springfield Native American Youth &
America Walks Transportation (BEST) Family Center

Pennsylvania

Dennis Winters
Transportation Chair
Sierra Club Pennsylvania

Chris Sandvig
Director of Policy
Pittsburgh Community

Geoffrey Knight
Planning Director

City of Harrisburg Reinvestment Group Chapter

Tennessee

Ralph Schulz Michelle Lacewell John Paul Shaffer

President & CEO Interim Director Executive Director

Nashville Area Chamber of . Community Development
Nashville Area MPO . .

Commerce Council of Greater Memphis

Nora Kern

Executive Director
Walk Bike Nashville

Texas

Andrew Clements

. Peter LeCody Patrick Kennedy
Director .
Central Austin Communit President Partner

Y Texas Rail Advocates Space Between Design Studio

Development Corporation
Utah
Jerry Benson
President & CEO
Utah Transit Authority
Virginia
Trip Pollard
Director, Land and Community Ronald Broughton
Program President
Southern Environmental Law Hampton Roads Public Transportation Alliance

Center



Washington

Hon. Edward Murray
Mayor
City of Seattle

Maud Daudon

President & CEO

Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce

Chris Wierzbicki
Executive Director
Futurewise

Emmett Heath
Chief Executive Officer
Community Transit

Hon. Amber Waldref
Councilmember
City of Spokane

Tom Hingson
Transportation Services Director
City of Everett/Everett Transit

Shefali Ranganathan
Executive Director
Transportation Choices Coalition

Jane Moore
Executive Director
ForeverGreen Trails

Hon. Ryan Mello
Councilmember
City of Tacoma

Alexandra Fastle
Government and Community
Relations Officer

Pierce Transit

Blake Trask
Senior Policy Director
Cascade Bicycle Club



