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Pedestrian Safety Month Missed the Mark
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) declared October to be Pedestrian
Safety Month – which was a laudable first for them. But the “Pedestrian Safety Playbook” they
put out to support local public education efforts badly missed the mark.

Put simply, NHTSA focused on behavior change, and particularly pedestrian behavior, rather
than on the systemic changes needed to save lives. During the last 10 years we have
seen pedestrian deaths climb about 50 percent. And the death and injury toll falls most heavily
on the vulnerable and marginalized — older, Black, Native, Hispanic/Latino, low-income, and
disabled people. With the Pedestrian Playbook, NHTSA was putting the blame on the victims –
and avoiding their own responsibility to ensure safe streets and safer vehicles.

America Walks immediately wrote to NHTSA pointing out where they went wrong. We've
recapped and expanded on our recommendations in the full blog below, where you can also
read our letter to NHTSA and a graphical rebuttal to some of their Playbook elements.

Read the Full Blog and Letter

Did You Miss Our Last Webinar?

On October 14th we had a deeply engaging conversation with Professor and Author Lawrence T.
Brown on his new book: The Black Butterfly: The Harmful Politics of Race and Space in America,
moderated by Veronica O. Davis, DC Transportation Guru and co-owner of Nspiregreen.
Mandatory viewing for urban planners, walkable community advocates, public health
professionals - and all humans.

https://americawalks.org/
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/sites/tsm.gov/files/2020-09/14727-Pedestrian_Safety_Playbook_200928_v3-tag.pdf
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Watch the Webinar
Recording

Read an Excerpt from the
Book

For the Sake of All Things Safe Walking and Moving – Let’s Vote

https://youtu.be/PhRgUS8hmaU
https://americawalks.org/we-cant-walk-if-we-cant-breathe-the-imperative-for-racial-equity/


What does voting have to do with walking and moving and feeling safe in our communities? 

Read the Blog

Recaps from Salud America’s Twitter Chat, How to Address
Transportation Equity for Latino Communities

Here are 4 points that are worth repeating:
1. At the most basic level, planning, hiring and industry norms that lack intentional inclusion of
Latinos - and ones that default to a white-centered or ethnocentric approach - will always fail
Latino communities.

2. Auto-centric practices and policies deepen inequities of Latino communities that often rely
on transit and active transportation more heavily than white counterparts. And quick-build or
spot-location projects will not undo decades of systemic racial injustices.

3. Planners, decision-makers, scholars, and advocates need to interrogate the system. Meet
people in their communities. Not everyone has the availability and resources to attend
meetings. Study and eradicate barriers to Latino community members becoming more involved
in/leading policies and projects in their own communities.

4. Automobile supremacy is rooted in white supremacy - perpetuated from systemically racist
past (and present) planning standards. When working for walkable Latino communities, budget
for the full understanding of how this history has draped the community in inequity.

Read the Full Recap and Access Additional Resources

How To Conduct a Walk Audit

A walk audit is an assessment of the
pedestrian safety, accessibility, and comfort
of a particular area. Anyone can conduct and
organize a walk audit.

America Walks recently partnered with The
Northern Virginia Regional Commission on
some helpful tools for supporting your walk
audit.

Check out this short video that helps you
determine exactly how to get started. And
snag the accompanying graphic below.

Apply for a $1,500 Community Change Grant By November 9th!

https://americawalks.org/for-the-sake-of-all-things-safe-walking-and-moving-lets-vote/
https://americawalks.org/how-can-walking-advocates-and-leaders-address-transportation-equity-for-latino-communities/
https://americawalks.org/how-to-conduct-a-walk-audit-in-your-community-quick-guide-for-assessing-your-neighborhood-walkability/


Learn More and Apply

Mark Those Calendars:

November 3rd: Vote! Think about linking up with a #walkthevote voting parade in your
community.

November 5th: Check out TRB’s Conference on Sustainability and Emerging Transportation
Technology: Decarbonization, Energy, and Emissions and Urban Planning and TDM. Virtual
Event.

November 9th: Get your Community Change Grant Application in for a chance to be awarded
$1,500 for your dream walkable community project. Learn more and apply here.

November 20th: Get Healthy Philly (GHP) is seeking community partners to help
understand, explore, and address the intersection of walkability and other livability features in
Philadelphia’s communities. Learn more and apply here for up to 25K in grant funds.

December 9th: Register for our next webinar , Creating a Safe and Inclusive Built Environment
for People with Disabilities in Tribal Communities. This event will feature a new report with
recommendations for improving inclusivity and accessibility in Indian Country.

Content of the Month:

Crenshaw Walkumentary: The Story of Idyllic Leimert Park Village /  Dr. Randal Henry
(America Walks Walking College Fellow)

Plenty of work to do around disabilities and a livable city/ Cornelius Today

Driving the 2021 Cadillac Escalade was one of the most stressful experiences of my
life/The Verge

Walking Meditation/Greater Good Science Center University of California Berkeley

Tackling America’s ‘Silent Epidemic’ Of Pedestrian Deaths — In St. Louis And Beyond/ St.

https://americawalks.org/community-change-grants/
https://wewalkthevote.com/
https://trb.secure-platform.com/a/page/Sustainability2021
https://americawalks.org/community-change-grants/
http://foodfitphilly.org/livable-communities-engagement-project/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1824924730426587408
https://youtu.be/m8kiIj4b08w
https://youtu.be/m8kiIj4b08w
https://www.corneliustoday.com/plenty-of-work-to-do-around-disabilities-and-a-livable-city/?fbclid=IwAR1J-cx8L2YuIBRknTxT0GNXQA0RrusDTX-23nL-YyBTx9fKrHqEAZ0-mTU
https://www.corneliustoday.com/plenty-of-work-to-do-around-disabilities-and-a-livable-city/?fbclid=IwAR1J-cx8L2YuIBRknTxT0GNXQA0RrusDTX-23nL-YyBTx9fKrHqEAZ0-mTU
https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522959/cadillac-escalade-2021-first-drive-safety-oversized?fbclid=IwAR0P1aPgyzRxUxbF9nt683BgY9hGryulKr3z2FMsPngRAAKgd4hYu3WxvtI
https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522959/cadillac-escalade-2021-first-drive-safety-oversized?fbclid=IwAR0P1aPgyzRxUxbF9nt683BgY9hGryulKr3z2FMsPngRAAKgd4hYu3WxvtI
https://ggia.berkeley.edu/practice/walking_meditation?fbclid=IwAR0-qGfU53z7lZ2x35KiXYFsIk5SHgaN1Ok02IO1xKiuxzPl6UN6wAv_-Yg
https://ggia.berkeley.edu/practice/walking_meditation?fbclid=IwAR0-qGfU53z7lZ2x35KiXYFsIk5SHgaN1Ok02IO1xKiuxzPl6UN6wAv_-Yg
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/show/st-louis-on-the-air/2020-10-09/tackling-americas-silent-epidemic-of-pedestrian-deaths
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/show/st-louis-on-the-air/2020-10-09/tackling-americas-silent-epidemic-of-pedestrian-deaths


Louis Public Radio

Youth Leading the Way: Inspiring Stories of Youth Creating Safe, Accessible
Neighborhoods / America Walks

Study Finds Regional Pact To Reduce Transportation Pollution Could Yield Major Health
Benefits/WBUR

PBIC Health and Transportation Webinar Series /  Pedestrian and Bicycle Information
Center

America Walks Thanks Our Sponsors
America Walks thanks our sponsors for their generous support of this publication and all of the work
being done by America Walks to promote the walkable movement:

https://youtu.be/3e5zmb8Oxzs
https://youtu.be/3e5zmb8Oxzs
https://www.wbur.org/earthwhile/2020/10/06/transportation-climate-initiative-health-benefits?fbclid=IwAR33Vb2wiY8g-2GdRSGHNN9OZHdJSQt05WXtl-edm-efeK70I0Lse2cgq-s
https://www.wbur.org/earthwhile/2020/10/06/transportation-climate-initiative-health-benefits?fbclid=IwAR33Vb2wiY8g-2GdRSGHNN9OZHdJSQt05WXtl-edm-efeK70I0Lse2cgq-s
http://pedbikeinfo.org/webinars/webseries_healthtransp.cfm
http://pedbikeinfo.org/webinars/webseries_healthtransp.cfm


Abrahamson & Uiterwyk Personal Injury Law, Adley Law Firm, Ally Lawsuit Loans, Anderson Injury
Lawyers, APBP, PC, Arnold & Itkin LLP, Bankers Fidelity, Baumgartner Law Firm, Begum Law Group,

Berenji and Associates, BetterHelp, Bisnar Chase, Cardinal Digital, Carmanah, Carr and Weatherby Trial
Lawyers, CDC, Chicago Personal Injury Attorneys, Citywide Law Group, Criminal Defense Attorney &

Workers Compensation Law Offices of Arechigo & Stokka, Dagmar Marketing, Daniel Rose Law, Denver
Trial Lawyers, Diamond Injury Law, The Emerald City Law Group Inc., Fernandez & Karney, Family Law
Attorneys, Ehline Law Firm, Emerald City Law Group, Eskew Law, Every Body Walk!, Feet First, Flanagan

Law Firm P.A., Florin I Roebig, GirlTrek, Glotzer & Leib LLP, Gonzales Law Offices, Gounaris Abboud, LPA,
Harrell & Harrell Personal Injury Lawyers, Hasner Injury Law Firm, Health by Design, Idaho Bike Walk

Alliance, Injury Trial Lawyers, Kaplan Lawyers PC, Kaiser Permanente, Kaufman Law, Kellogg Foundation,
Key Tax Group, Kisling, Nestico & Redick Ohio Personal Injury Lawyers, Krist Law Firm, Krzak Rundio

Law Group LLC, LAD Solutions, Landman Family Charitable Trust, Larry Pitt & Associates, Law Offices of
Ned Barnett, Law Offices of Vikas Bajaj, APC, The Levin Firm, Lindquist Wood Edwards LLP, Lorenz &

Lorenz LLP, Lott Law, MIG, Inc., Matchbox Design Group, McCready Law, Medpost Urgent Care, Mirman,
Markovits & Landau, PC, Modern Law, Monder Criminal Law Group, National Association of

Realtors, O'Connor, Parsons, Lane & Noble LLC, PEDS, Personal Injury Lawyers San Diego, Pollard I Bailey,
re:Streets, Porch, The Reeves Law Group, The Rodriguez Law Group, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation,
Rosen Injury Lawyers, Rosenfeld Injury Lawyers LLC, Safe California, Sally Flocks Charitable Fund, San
Diego Personal Injury Lawyers, Shaping New Jersey, ShoreWalkers, Inc., Simmons & Fletcher, PC, Price
Benowitz LLP, Starpoint LC, Attorneys at Law, Staver Accident Injury Lawyers, Stephens Law Firm, PLLC,

Steven M. Sweat, APC, Straight North, Tarlton & Polk, PLLC, Terry Bryant Accident & Injury Law, Texas Car
Accident Lawyer, The Law Offices of Kerry L. Armstrong, APLC, Turner Pest Control Orlando, US Fish and

Wildlife Services, Wapner, Newman, Wigrizer, Brecher & Miller, Weissman-Landman Family Trust,
Yeargan & Kert LLC, Zavodnick, Zavodnick & Lasky, LLC
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Donate
Now
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