
The Notorious MUTCD



First, what’s an MUTCD?
● Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices
● Governs signs, signals, & markings

○ and speed limits. and crosswalk materials. and much more
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First, what’s an MUTCD?
● Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices
● Governs signs, signals, & markings

○ and speed limits. and crosswalk materials. and bikeways. and much more

& What’s wrong with the current draft?
● Lengthy process, time, cost for key safety/access measures
● Perpetuates double-standards between modes
● Written as technical guidance despite policy context 

→ hinders major policy goals - safety, equity, climate



What we’re doing
(1) call to reframe the current draft 

○ substantive alignment with safety, climate, equity goals
○ focus on core elements of signs, signals, markings

(2) collate detailed comments from member cities
○ section by section review of current draft (NPA)
○ detailed suggestions for changes

GOAL: 
○ new document as proactive safety guidance
○ multidisciplinary stakeholder collaboration



A Very Short Story About Problem-Solving 
and Regulation



2007:      
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2013:      



2020
Newly Supported:

• What’s supported 
• More text

• Text that is different

Painted Curb Extensions Painted Islands Shorter crosswalk

Still allowed, but 
not Illustrated:��



“May”                 “May, w/ engineering study”         “Shall not”?

EZ-pass 

 



“The MUTCD Isn’t a Geometric Design Guide”
...except for car-first bicycle lane design

400 feet from end of bike lane to intersection!



New and Old Prohibitions





In the Manual?

Yes        No 



“May”:           “Shall not” 
Brick-painted crosswalks on urban streets Rainbow-painted crosswalks on urban streets 



What’s the Point?

“Uniformity” in how 
signs/signals/road markings look 
and what they mean

“Consistency” in how they’re 
used.

Traffic engineering guidance

“Safety and efficiency”



“Safety and Efficiency?”
Efficiency has usually 
meant: 
“Can we avoid 
making drivers stop 
or slow down?”



Should Consider: May?



Signal warrants remain circular
 MUTCD Compliant 
 

Signal is only ‘warranted’ if >133 
pedestrians in peak hour*







Not prohibited, but not described or illustratedSupported & Illustrated


