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2009-2020: historic increase in fatalities
● 62% increase in people 

struck and killed while 
walking between 
2009-2020. 

● 6,529 people were struck 
and killed while walking in 
2020 

● Preliminary 2021 estimates 
suggest the highest 
number in 40 years. 

● Black and Native 
Americans are significantly 
more likely to be killed. 



These deaths are preventable

● Driving went down around the world in 2020, but the 
US is one of the only developed countries with 
more deaths.

● Walking increased everywhere in the US, but only led 
to a major increase in deaths in certain metro areas

● Fatality rates increased the most on average in metro 
areas that were already more deadly and had lower 
shares of people walking to work before the 
pandemic. 

● Arterial roads make up 15% of all roads but are 
where a whopping 60% of pedestrian deaths occur, 
60% in urban areas. 



The 20 most dangerous metros are trending worse over time



Most dangerous states



People of color are more likely to die when walking



People walking in lower-income areas are killed at far higher rates



Roadway design produces danger

60 percent of all 
2020 deaths 
occurred on 
non-interstate 
arterial highways 
like this one in 

Memphis, TN.


