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widening urban 
highways doesn’t 
fix traffic.
why are we spending billions 
of dollars widening urban 
highways?

Traffic Quarterly, 1962



“highways create prosperity” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYEYP8fjBFQ


= lots of money to expand highways 

Proposition 1: $16.4 billion (to date) to State Highway Trust Fund


Proposition 7: $18.8 billion (to date) to State Highway Trust Fund


“Pursuant to Section 49-g(c), Article III, Texas Constitution, the funds may only 
be used for constructing, maintaining, and acquiring rights-of-way for public 
roadways other than toll roads.”


Texas Clear Lanes congestion-relief projects: $66.7 billion total 
investment for completed, under-construction, and planned non-
tolled projects since 2015. 



But wait! It wasn’t supposed to be this way. 

General John S. Bragdon


1959: Urban highways consuming 44 percent of 
federal money while accounting for only 10 
percent of total mileage


Did Congress think federal money should be 
spent to solve local congestion?



“We do not believe that Interstate highways 
should be directed towards the center of 
congestion, as is now the case. Nor do we 
believe that inner loops, which are primarily for 
the purpose of solving intra-city problems, 
should be a part of the Interstate system … 
More emphatically, we do not believe that the 
Interstate System is the vehicle for solving 
rush-hour traffic problems, or for local 
bottlenecks … Practically all the experts on 
the transportation problem of cities agree that 
rapid transit and mass transit systems are the 
solution. Rapid transit and mass transit, by 
means of subways, commuter trains, special 
bus lines, are the answers for solving this 
problem.” 



Eisenhower, 1960: “The matter of running Interstate routes through the 
congested parts of the cities was entirely against his original concept and 
wishes; that he never anticipated that the program would turn out this way… He 
was certainly not aware of any concept of using the program to build up an 
extensive intra-city route network as part of the program he sponsored.” 
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377 acres of land 
$9 billion development potential 

$255 million property tax revenue 
26,000 housing units



Statewide On-Road Greenhouse Gas Emissions Analysis and Climate Change Assessment, TxDOT, 2018



"Across the 12 states, we found that minimizing further highway expansion was the 
most important lever to avoid putting upward pressure on transportation emissions."
“Issue Brief: States Are in the Driver’s Seat on Transportation Carbon Pollution,” Georgetown Climate Center and RMI, March 24, 2023



“The IIJA is a climate time bomb. Will states defuse it?” Transportation for America, February 28, 2024



The Fighters













