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The New York Times / How
a \‘(-"":whington Park That
Doesn't Exist Created

Affordable Housing

A decade in the works, the 11th Street Bridge
Park in Washington, D.C., has yet to be built.
Bur it could be a model for how to create
public space while lessening the effects of

gentrification.

Grist / Texas is skirting
federal environmental law
to push for highway

expa nsion

The state department of transportation says

many of its highway projects have “no

significant impact.

B]oombcrg/ Desperate for
Housing, Austin Seeks

Relief in Rezoning

The booming Texas capirtal’s efforts to revise its
land development code and build more
affordable housing have been thwarted by

protests from homeowners.
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widening urban
highways doesn’t
fix traffic.

why are we spending billions
of dollars widening urban
highways?

Traffic Quarterly, 1962

The Law of
Peak-Hour Expressway Congestion

ANTHONY DOWNS

Mr. Downs is Director of Retail Analysis for the Real Estate Research Cor-
poration in Chicago, and a member of the Board of Direclors of that Cerpora-
tton. He holds an M.A. and a Ph.D. in Economics from Stanford University
and has been a faculty member of the Umiversity of Chicago in the Economacs
and Political Science departments. He has published articles and reviews in his
field, ts a staff writer for the Journal of Property Management and for
The National Market Letter, and the author of An Economic Theory

of Democracy.

ECENT experience on expressways in large U. S, cities sug-
gests that traffic congestion is here forever. Apparently, no
matter how many new superroads are built connecting outlying
arcas with the downtown business district, auto-driving commuters
still move at a crawl during the morning and evening rush hours.
To many a frustrated commuter, this result indicates abysmally
bad foresight by highway planners. However, the real cause of
peak-hour congestion is not poor planning, but the operation of
traffic equilibrium. In fact, its results are so automatic we can even
put them in the form of Downs’s Law of Peak-Hour Traffic Con-
gestion, or Parkinson’s Second Law adapted to traffic: On urban com-
mulerexpressways, peak-hour trafficcongestion rises tomeet maximumcapacity.'
Behind this law lies a complex set of forces which we can best
analyze by constructing a model of commuter decision-making
based on the following assumptions:
1. Every commuter secks to minimize the total amount of time
he spends en route to and from work, within four major constraints:

1. C. Northcote Parkinson, The Law and the Prefits, Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 1460.
It should be noted that this article deals exclusively with expressways which do not require
their users 10 pay any direct tolls in order to drive upon them. The poasibility of limiting
congestion on such roads by introducing high tolls has been extensively discussed in the
lrerature of economics and highway planning. However, most of the commuter express-
ways currently being built do not levy any direct tolls on their users. Therefore the analvsis
presented in this paper is relevant to the majonity of cities in whach commuter expressways
ext, are under construction, or are being planned. For a discussion of the toll problem,
see James Buchanan, **Private Ownership and Common Usage: The Road Case Re-
Examined," Southern Economic Jourmal, Vol. XXII, No. g, January 1956, 305-316,
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“highways create prosperity”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYEYP8fjBFQ

= lots of money to expand highways

Proposition 1: $16.4 billion (to date) to State Highway Trust Fund
Proposition 7: $18.8 billion (to date) to State Highway Trust Fund

“Pursuant to Section 49-g(c), Article lll, Texas Constitution, the funds may only
be used for constructing, maintaining, and acquiring rights-of-way for public
roadways other than toll roads.”

Texas Clear Lanes congestion-relief projects: $66.7 billion total
Investment for completed, under-construction, and planned non-

tolled projects since 2015.



But wait! It wasn’t supposed to be this way.

——

General John S. Bragdon

- 1959: Urban highways consuming 44 percent of
. federal money while accounting for only 10
percent of total mileage

Did Congress think federal money should be
spent to solve local congestion?




“We do not believe that Interstate highways
should be directed towards the center of
congestion, as is now the case. Nor do we
believe that inner loops, which are primarily for
the purpose of solving intra-city problems,
should be a part of the Interstate system ...
More emphatically, we do not believe that the
Interstate System is the vehicle for solving
rush-hour traffic problems, or for local
bottlenecks ... Practically all the experts on
the transportation problem of cities agree that
rapid transit and mass transit systems are the
solution. Rapid transit and mass transit, by
means of subways, commuter trains, special
bus lines, are the answers for solving this
problem.”



Eisenhower, 1960: “The matter of running Interstate routes through the
congested parts of the cities was entirely against his original concept and
wishes; that he never anticipated that the program would turn out this way... He
was certainly not aware of any concept of using the program to build up an
extensive intra-city route network as part of the program he sponsored.”
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377 acres of land
$9 billion development potential
$255 million property tax revenue
26,000 housing units




Figure 4: Comparison of 2014 Texas, U.S., and Worldwide CO2 Emissions

Texas
625 MMT CO; (1.73%)

Texas On-Road Transportation
and Operational Fuel Cycle
175 MMT CO:E (0.48%)

Statewide On-Road Greenhouse Gas Emissions Analysis and Climate Change Assessment, TxDOT, 2018



Figure 2: State investment decisions could shift road transportation GHGs up or down
Cumulative change in GHG emissions from on-road transportation by scenario and state, relative to Baseline (2022-2040).
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"Across the 12 states, we found that minimizing further highway expansion was the
most important lever to avoid putting upward pressure on transportation emissions.”

“Issue Brief: States Are in the Driver’s Seat on Transportation Carbon Pollution,” Georgetown Climate Center and RMI, March 24, 2023



Analysis of reported obligated lIJA funding $ by investment categories

Data from Al-assisted analysis of 57,443 FTA, FRA, OST, and FHWA award obligations reported to USAspending.gov

Other £
21.9% Highway expansion
25.7%
$28,615,727,527.86

Transit and Passenger Rall

19.6%
Land Use, Active Modes, TDM . b '}f-g—?
3.3% S
Freight & Operations
1.3%

“The lIJA is a climate time bomb. Will states defuse it?” Transportation for America, February 28, 2024



A first-of-its-kind gathering of highway opponents from 25
groups across the US convened in Cincinnati in October
2023. Photo: Joe Simon

Citylab | Transportation

The New Generation of
Freeway Fighters Is
Assembling

f YEARS TO SOLVE
CLIMATE CHANGE
-

- .
THE ICE CAPS ¥
* ARE MELTING, |

Foes of US highway expansions, fueled by
environmental and equity concerns,
gathered at a summit to share strategy,
compare notes and try to forge a national
movement.

0¥ (in) (= (=)

By Megan Kimble
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'BEER, WINE & MIMOSAS
HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY
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