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What is the point of the federal surface transportation 
program? Why do we have one?

What should we expect to get from our investment?

[Put your answer in the chat…]

Foundational Question



Goals of the federal surface transportation program

(b)NATIONAL GOALS.—It is in the interest of the United States to focus the Federal-aid highway program on the following 
national goals:

(1)SAFETY.—
To achieve a significant reduction in traffic fatalities and serious injuries on all public roads.
(2)INFRASTRUCTURE CONDITION.—
To maintain the highway infrastructure asset system in a state of good repair.
(3)CONGESTION REDUCTION.—
To achieve a significant reduction in congestion on the National Highway System.
(4)SYSTEM RELIABILITY.—
To improve the efficiency of the surface transportation system.
(5)FREIGHT MOVEMENT AND ECONOMIC VITALITY.—
To improve the National Highway Freight Network, strengthen the ability of rural communities to access national and 
international trade markets, and support regional economic development.
(6)ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY.—
To enhance the performance of the transportation system while protecting and enhancing the natural environment.
(7)REDUCED PROJECT DELIVERY DELAYS.—
To reduce project costs, promote jobs and the economy, and expedite the movement of people and goods by 
accelerating project completion through eliminating delays in the project development and delivery process, including 
reducing regulatory burdens and improving agencies’ work practices.

23 U.S. Code § 150 - National goals and performance management measures
 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-80204913-293024738&term_occur=999&term_src=title:23:chapter:1:section:150
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-1138305417-293024743&term_occur=999&term_src=title:23:chapter:1:section:150
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-915501581-293024776&term_occur=999&term_src=title:23:chapter:1:section:150
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-80204913-293024738&term_occur=999&term_src=title:23:chapter:1:section:150
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-643479568-293024771&term_occur=999&term_src=title:23:chapter:1:section:150
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-691056240-293024772&term_occur=999&term_src=title:23:chapter:1:section:150
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-309310695-293024746&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-309310695-293024746&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-309310695-293024746&term_occur=999&term_src=


Safety: poor performance

75 percent increase since 201075 percent increase since 2010



Repair: no progress

Roads: 
D in 2001
D+ in 2025

Bridges: 
C in 2005
C in 2025

ASCE 2025 Report Card: We should “dedicate resources to preserving a state of 
good repair, because no nation can build its way out of congestion.”



Congestion: failure

https://t4america.org/resource/congestion-con/

ASCE 2025 Report Card: We should “dedicate resources to preserving a state of 
good repair, because no nation can build its way out of congestion.”



Emissions: failure 



State of the System (SOS)



What do you need to know?





Expect extensions, Congress always extends



Highway program alone is outspending revenues



State DOT Priorities

Source:https://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/mb/2002P
orts/09Penne.pdf

AASHTO Reauthorization 
Priorities 2002

AASHTO Reauthorization 
Priorities 2025

https://transportation.org/policy/wp-content/uploads/site
s/56/2025/08/2026-Reauthorization-Brochure-PDF.pdf



Transportation for America  is a 
national non-profit working to create a 
transportation system that safely and 
affordably connects everyone to jobs, 

services, and opportunities through 
diverse travel options.



What are we getting?





Questions?

@bethosborneSGA

www.smartgrowthamerica.org 

bosborne@smartgrowthamerica.org

@bethosborne.bsky.social

www.t4america.org 


