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Flathead Reservation:

• 1.4 million acres of land
• Located across four rural counties in NW Montana
• Established in 1855
• Among the first to organized under the 1934 Indian 

Reorganization Act to become CSKT
• Total population of the Flathead Reservation: 30,849
• Total AI/AN residents of the Flathead Reservation: 7,673

Quick facts relevant to the GOSS project: 
• 22% of the population are ages 65 and over (U.S. 

average = 17.3%)
• 16% are living with a disability (U.S. average = 13.4%)



AARP 8 Domains 
of Livability 
for people of all 
ages



(King et al. 2020)



STEP 1: ENGAGE 
(Sept-Oct 2024)
● Recruitment: Community Facilitators

● Sites: Six CSKT Tribal Health sites 
located along Highway 93

● Sample: Older adults enrolled in a fall 
prevention program



What makes it easier for 

you and older adults / 

Elders to move around 

(walking, biking, in a 

wheelchair) from place to 

place in your community? 

What makes it harder?  Stanford Discovery 
Tool Mobile App

• A simple app to 
document and map 
audiovisual, narrative 
aspects of lived 
experiences

• 2 Prompts

What makes it 
easier or safer to 
move around in your 
daily life? What 
makes it harder or 
less safe? 

Thematic Tags (multiple 
selections allowed):
● Street Design
● Walkability
● Community Connectedness
● Fall Risk
● Weather

Prompt 2:



STEP 2 RESULTS

Oct-Dec 2024
● Discovery Tool data:

○ 3 communities
○ 28 community walks
○ 64 photos
○ 65 narratives (18 audio, 47 text)
○ 70 tags (Walkability 50%; Fall risk 17%)



STEP 2: DISCOVER

TAG:

• Walkability

“Need more safe crosswalks like 
this...” 



STEPS 3 & 4: DISCUSS & IMAGINE (Dec 2024-Feb 2025)
Method: Data Museum & Interpretive Focus Group

(Pedersen et al., 2022; 
Redman-Maclaren et al. 2014) 



STEPS 3 & 4: 
RESULTS

• Participant Focus Groups
• Dec 2024
• N=39 (average age: 68 years, 

range: 29-82)
• 77% female 
• 5 communities
• Session length: 60-90 min per 

session

• Community Advisory Panel
• Feb 2025
• N=14
• Session length: 75 minutes



STEP 5: ACTIVATE
• May - July 2026

Community Forum Presentations:
 
� State Senator Jacinda Morigeau 

(SD 46)

� Montana Dept. of Transportation

� CSKT Roads Program

� CSKT Tribal Council

PURPOSE: To share findings, identify common priority areas, identify near-term projects and long-term 
goals



STEP 6: CHANGE: Attempt #1: Arlee Intersection  



STEP 6: CHANGE: Final Project, St. Ignatius Quick Builds



SITE 1: 

Elder’s Park 
Crosswalk & 
path 
resurfacing



SITE 1: Rationale

• Faded crosswalk 
leading from Tribal 
Health building to 
walking track / park

• No signage



SITE 1:

Process:
• Design by Salish 

community member 
Jacinda Morigeau

• Invites to GOSS team 
and CAB, all CSKT 
Tribal Health employees 
(change of duty 
approved), CSKT 
community members

• Formal welcome & 
prayer by a CSKT Elder 

• Collaboration with 
Natural Resources Dept. 



SITE 1: 

Before & After



SITE 2: 

Saxa Ln & 
Blind 
Barnaby St



SITE 2: Rationale

• 4-way intersection leading 
to Salish Longhouse 
(cultural building)

• Walking route to Head 
Start center

• Well-traveled 
neighborhood road

• No signage

• No crosswalks



SITE 2:
 
Process:
• Design by Salish 

community member 
Jacinda Morigeau

• Invites to GOSS team and 
CAB, all CSKT Tribal 
Health employees (change 
of duty approved), CSKT 
community members

• Food truck for lunch & 
evaluation surveys
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